CHAPTER (4) 


Tareek-e-Dawat (Method of Dawah) 


Basic Characteristics of Dawah: 


Islam is a religion of intelligence and proof and the Dawah of Holy Quraan is purely of intelligence and 
remembrance. Hence, in its call and Dawah, the Tahreek-e-Islami can neither afford to use force and 
command nor is it to its advantage to fool the people using superficial sentiments. It can not adopt false 
propaganda and brain captivating slogans to mesmerize the minds because these methods are neither suitable 
to its disposition nor useful in any way. Hence, it distances itself from these methods exactly like a decent 
person distances himself from vain talk and futile behavior. It addresses the human intellect directly and 
awakens his nature by calling on his high values. This is the reason why it is always on the look for a peaceful 
atmosphere with serious minds, pondering thoughts and presence of hearts to convey its message. It deals with 
the addressee in a most effective way and with solid evidence to satisfy both his heart and mind under such 
conditions. The reason is simple, only those people in whose hearts Imaan is deeply rooted are useful to its 
objective. It is obvious that something enters deep into the hearts only through strong and satisfactory proof 
and not by force or by deceptive slogans. 


Straightforwardness of Dawah: 


The true Daees to the Deen of Allah were His Prophets (Peace be upon them all). Their Dawah was 
straightforward and none of them adopted diplomatic means or lengthy introductions to convey their message, 
instead, it was very clear and unbiased. They began their mission of Dawah by asking people to follow the 
fundamentals of Deen, i.e., to believe in Allah, in the hereafter, in their Prophet-hood & to worship Him alone 
(Tawheed, Risaalat & Aakhirat). This Tahreek and Dawat-e-Islami is also delivering the message of Allah to 
mankind without any unnecessary hurdles and lengthy introductions strictly abiding by those rules. It is 
inviting them to seek the pleasure of Allah and success in the hereafter and make it as a purpose of their life. 
This method of Dawah is essential because it is not only an example set forth by the Prophets, but also the 
most natural way of attaining the objective. 


Basic Methods and Principles: 


Holy Quraan is the main source of basic principles adopted by the Tahreek to present its Dawah, more 
specifically the verse "Invite (all) to the Way Of thy Lord with wisdom and beautiful preaching; and 
argue with them in ways that are best and most gracious:"' (Al-Nahl: 125) 


This is the most clear and comprehensive verse in which the three basic methods and principles of Dawah are 
laid down. 

Method of Wisdom (Hikmat) 

Method of good advise (Mauizat-e-Hasna) 

Method of Arguing in the most gracious way (Jadaal-e-Ahsan) 


The meaning of Hikmat is ''sound information" which means whatever is said, said with full proof and 
in an attractive and satisfactory manner. 


The meaning of Mauizat-e-Hasna is good advice given with sincerity, well wishing and with feelings of 
compassion, kindness and with an approach that can penetrate the hearts. 


The meaning of Jadaal-e-Ahsan is to enter into an argument or dialogue in the best possible manner. In 
other words, it is a method of argument with proof that suits best for the purpose of Dawah. However, while 
entering into an argument, there should be earnestness in expression, superiority of dialogue, beauty of 
substantiation, attractive discussion and quality of effectiveness without signs of squabble, bitterness, sarcasm 
and distrust. 


These three basic methods of Dawah have been framed keeping in view the different categories of people. The 
first method is basically to invite non-Muslims, the second method for Muslims and the third one is 
specifically used for those non-Muslims who enter into arguments and debates. This is how the above verse # 
125 of Surat Al-Nahl covers the complete subject of Dawah and explains very clearly the type of method to be 
applied in dealing with different kinds of addressees. 


Tahreek-e-Islami abides by these basic rules under the above guidance from Allah. Their suitability and 
necessity is acceptable to the human intelligence as well. This can be further explained as follows; 


Method of Wisdom (Hikmat) 


The method of Dawah for non-Muslims is basically of 'Wisdom, and logic. We call them through strong, 
effective, attractive and logical discussion by using this method because they are ignorant of Islam and 
admires of false ideas and beliefs. They will never disband their beliefs and accept the truth of Islam until it 
becomes clear to them that they are following the wrong beliefs and the Islamic belief is certainly the right 
belief. There is no second opinion that this job has to be done only through substantial evidence and logic. 
The proofs given by Tahreek e Islami in favor of its Dawah are both affirmative and negative in their nature. 
On one hand, with proof, it affirms that the basic teachings of Islam such as Tawheed, Aakhirat and Risaalat 
are most certain and true. On 


the other hand, also through evidence and proof, it negates their inherent beliefs as illogical, false and against 
the truth. It further cautions them by making them aware of the outcomes of believing in falsehood and the 
rewards for following the truth. This is its basic method of Dawah to non-Muslims, but it dose not discredit 
the possibility of giving certain concessions to the addressee considering the situation and his mindset. 
However, whatever is said under these circumstances is absolutely momentary and secondary in nature. 


Method of good advise (Mauizat-e-Hasna): 


While delivering the message to Muslims and inviting them to the Path of Allah, the Tahreek basically 
chooses the method of Mauizat-e-Hasna and not Hikmat. This is because the position of Muslims is totally 
different from non-Muslims. They cannot be called in the same tone with others, otherwise it will be certainly 
inappropriate and against the wisdom of Dawah. A Muslim neither denies Islam nor is he alien towards its 
ideology, so that he should be asked to believe again in his Deen and the proofs of Oneness of Allah and 
Prophet Hood of Mohammed (S.A.S) are re-presented. Beyond doubt, this attempt is both unnecessary and 
uncalled for. The need to call him to the Path of Allah is because he has deviated from the true path due to his 
weak Imaan or ignorance or un-awareness, and not because he does not believe that this is the true path. 
Hence, on this basis, calling him towards the Path of Allah is certainly not the same as calling the Non- 
Muslims; instead, it is simply to awaken his sleeping senses of Deen, to re-vitalize his weak Imaan, to 
eliminate his negligence, to remind him of Allah & hereafter, to encourage him to do good deeds & to caution 
him against going astray. All this has to be done with love, affection and care and for the sake of Allah in such 
a manner that what ever is said enters deeply into his heart. 
This method of Dawah is called 'Mauizat-e-Hasna' and applied by Tahreek to invite Muslims, in short it says; 

If you call yourselves as Muslims, then lift yourself up to the level of a Muslim. 

Dedicate yourself to the obedience of Allah. 

Obey His Messenger unconditionally. 

Bring resemblance between your Imaan and Deeds. 

Purify yourself from hypocrisy and resistance. 

Set an example of yourself as a true Da’ee of Islam to other nations. 

Become a true witness to the Deen & a flag bearer of its virtues. 

Spend your life in establishing justice and righteousness. 

This is your true position and real purpose of creation. 

Your success in this world as well as in the hereafter depends on this. 


It needs to be clarified here that all efforts of Tahreek are concentrated on the basic and clear aspects of Deen 
& Shariah. It does not get into a confrontation with its elaborate rulings and specifically with those having a 
difference in opinions. The wisdom and perception behind this methodology needs no clarification. It is clear 
that the true observance of Deen & its basic principles dependents totally on deep knowledge and in its proper 
adherence. Hence, it is a demand of the wisdom of Dawah that all efforts are concentrated in strengthening 
these fundamentals. 


Jadaal-e-Ahsan: 


This is the third principle of Dawah and it is applied when the addressee starts debating and deliberating and 
tries to reject the truth through his own proof and logic. It is a known fact that this situation arises not once but 
many times because it is not easy for a common man to suddenly discard his deep rooted ancestral beliefs and 
accept a foreign belief as true Deen. Hence, no matter how good and effective the approach is, in reply, 
debates and deliberations are always expected. Under such conditions it is not proper for the Daees of the truth 


to reply in the same manner with more debates and deliberations. It is also not proper to stop without 
explaining further, thinking we have done our duty. It is inappropriate because, first of all, it does not go with 
the nature of Dawah, and it will not influences the hearts and minds, but rather, it will keep the addressee 
further away. Secondly, it is nothing but running away from the obligation or a show of extreme unawareness 
towards responsibilities of Dawah. 


The proper approach is to hear the logic of addressee with patience and enthusiasm and then try to understand 
the knots of his mind and find out the means to remove these knots. In other words, on one hand, if any 
bitterness or self-centeredness is found in his argument, it has to be neglected with broadmindedness. One the 
other hand, the evidence and proof given by him, which will most certainly be lifeless and hollow due to his 
false beliefs, is refuted with strong and effective logic. Lastly, as much as possible, the discussion should also 
be in a sober and attractive manner and with the deep feeling of care and affection. In other words, every 
possible effort should be made to let the addressee understand our point of view so that it gets deep into his 
heart. In this regard, every thing that may be helpful in achieving this target has to be considered and every 
precaution should be taken to avoid those things that can act as obstructions and may lead the addressee 
farther away from this Deen. This method of debate and dialogue is called 'Jadal-e-Ahsan' as directed by the 
Holy Quraan and it has been adopted up by the Tahreek-e-Islami as a proven and basic method of Dawah. 


This attempt of Jadal-e-Ahsan will continue until the truth of Dawah becomes clear to the addressee, or, he 
goes down further than the level of deliberations and debate and it becomes clear that by getting defeated in 
the field of proof and evidence, he has taken to stubbornness, opposition and arrogant behavior. In the first 
situation, the real purpose of Da'ee is achieved, and in the second situation, further attempts of explanation 
and deliberations will not be effective, hence, the excellence and delight of Dawah does not allow us to go 
beyond this as explained by the Holy Quraan "We seek not the ignorant" (Al-Qasas: 55). 


Beneficial or Helpful method; 


The proper and correct methods of Dawah are most certainly the ones explained above. They simply state that, 
based on the condition of the addressee, either by wisdom or by good advice, the basic teachings of Islam and 
its requirements are clearly presented to him. Attempts are made to find their way through his heart and mind 
until this Dawah, with its true motive and correct picture, gets into his head and he comes to understand that 
success in the hereafter is his real mission. However, a great importance is attached to the concessions given 
to human mind. Both wisdom and knowledge demands that the Tahreek should also accept its importance 
within certain limits, especially, in a situation where the mindset of the addressee has become a major problem 
in this era of systems and ‘isms instead of religions and belief. 


It is a fact that a majority of modern minds, in order to verify and authenticate a movement, will first look into 
its organizational abilities and before giving an opinion on an Ideology or System of life, the first question it 
asks is, what is its solution to the present cultural, economical and political problems, and how successfully 
can it solve the complications of life? The limit is, they are not prepared to lend an ear if we try to discuss 
with them the truth of God, Hereafter and Prophets. If at all they agree, it is only if you make them realize that 
this Deen or Tahreek has a very good solution for the problems of this world as well. There is no doubt that 
this is a huge diversion of their thoughts and a dangerous mischief of minds which has infected them. Only 
because of this diversion and mischief, we cannot claim that these servants of Allah do not deserve our 
attention. An Islamic Tahreek is raised only for the purpose of heeling the sick minds, changing their 


distracted views with right thoughts and to lead the creation of God to the right path. It is not on the look for 
the devout only, but also keeps the wrongdoers in its view so that it can guide them to the right path. 


Therefore, this Tahreek cannot neglect those who are suffering from distraction of thoughts and mischief of 
minds. It is obvious that, if they cannot be neglected, then the best approach is to start the discussion with 
those problems preoccupied by their minds. It is simply because, according to them, these are the only 
problems, or true problems faced by man today. The actual Dawah is given to them in the second phase by 
explaining them the real human problems. It is not just a demand of intelligence, but it was also the conduct of 
the Prophets. We can learn a great deal from the methods of these Prophets as explained in the Holy Quraan 
that their first call was always Worship Allah. They spent all their energies on Tawheed and Aakhirat. 
However, in order to convince and encourage their people, from time to time, they used to say, if you believe 
in Allah, not only your Aakhirat but also your Dunia will become delightful, you will regain your good 
fortune and the sky will bestow its grace and the earth will open its treasures for you. 


Clearly, it was a concession given to the addressee in consideration of his mindset; no doubt this was a 
worldly mind-set which wanted to make sure before considering it as acceptable or unacceptable if his 
worldly benefits are not affected. In today’s world this mentality is at its peak and has reached a level where 
the concept of religious ideologies is nowhere to be found and this world and its affairs have become its 
delight and pleasure It was not the case with previous generations. No matter how deeply they were involved 
in Kufr and Shirk, they recognized religion in one way or the other. In view of this, some changes have to be 
made in the practice method of concessions given to the materialistic nature. Previously, if the method of 
Dawah was to first give them the natural and intellectual proof of Deen and then talk about the success in this 
world. Now, it will begin with the worldly affairs and in the first step itself, it will be made clear that this 
Deen has the best solution for worldly problems, and then, step by step the real Dawah is brought down into 
their minds. This method will most certainly be called as the method of the prophets. 


However, as it was essential, the Tahreek is always cautious in keeping it as a branch only and never the core. 
It should never happen that the addressee starts coming closer to the Tahreek believing that its real purpose is 
the achievement of social, economical and political success. The Tahreek always keeps in view this important 
reality that any Dawah can penetrate the human minds only when its basic principle and objective are clear 
and their true nature should never diminish. Hence, from time to time, the Tahreek adopts this secondary 
method only as a temporary measure and a preliminary strategy. It always keeps a check on the addressee so 
that he should not take it for granted that the real purpose of Dawah is for the solution of worldly problems. 
The fact that the solution of worldly affairs and success in this world is just an additional benefit and its true 
reward is in the hereafter should become very clear to him so that his coming closer to the Tahreek is based on 
this understanding. 


